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Thou 115 be viſited of the Lord of Hoſts 
with Thunder, and with Earthquake, 
and great Noiſe, with V. and 


Tempeſt, and the Flame 4 devouring | 
BY . We | 


4 HE awful Occaſion of the preſent ap- 
pointed Humiliation is ſuch as has not 
in all our Hiſtory ever before called 
| this Nation to the ſolemn publick Ex- 
erciſes of Faſting and Repentance. 15 is a ne 
awakening Call to thoſe who have long deſpiſed, 
W at leaſt been inattentive to, the great and ſtated 
Motives to perſevering Virtue or to immediate 
Reformation from prevailing Vices. It is 4 
Judgment worthy of an offended God, and very 
ſuitable to the Enormity of thoſe Vices, with 
which, in theſe degenerate Times, He muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have been offended, The Conyul- 
Ifions of the Frame of Nature do, both by the 
Direction of Reaſon and of Revelation, imme 
diately raiſe our Thoughts to the Author Na. 
ture, and the Governour of all Events, and in 
ne next Place lead us to reflect on our Situation - 
with Regard to Him, when! it is, what it * 
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be, and what it would be, if the like Calami. 
ties ſhould overtake Ourſelves. Such Events are 
convincing Proofs, that if Ye will not obey our 
Maker, yet Every Other Part of the Creation 
does, and, at 80 Command of the Sovereign 
Author of all Things, becomes inſtrumental to 
the Puniſhment of the diſobedient Sons of Men, 
Such natural Irregularities will prove vindictive il 
to moral ones, and if We deſert the proper Or. 

der of Reaſon and Duty, a ſimilar Inverſion of Wi 
the uſual Courſe of Nature in inanimate Being 
may be the proper Recompence of our choſen 
Violation of fixed Laws. In ſuch Caſes as Mm 
have done, ſo God hath requited them, and if They 
are the Authors of Confuſion, and of every eu 
Work, They muſt then conſider it as the Vita. 
tion of the Lord of Hoſts, if They Themſelves ar 
deſtroyed with Thunder, and with Earthquate, 


and great Noiſe, with Storm and ee and i * F 
Flame of devouring Fire. 7 
As This Kind of judicial Calamity has 2 . 

leſs frequently xe than moſt Others, ſo t tior 

is ſuitably leſs ſpoken of in Scripture, It is en: ntl 
tirely- AY in that Catalogue of the Inſtru d | 


ments of Vengeance, where God Almighty 1 
reckoning up his four ſore Judgments, where 
with He would vii Feru alem, namely, tt 
Sword, and the Famine; and the noiſum Beaft, au 
the Peſtilence ; and though it is referred or allu i 
ded to, in ſome other Places, yet this in the 
Text is, I think, the only Paſſage wherein it « 
W threatned a as a '« Fidgmont, SOR. A RE 
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[5] 
This Threatning is addreſſed by the Prophet 
co the City Feruſalem | in this Form. Wo to Ariel, 
: to Ariel, the City where David dwelt. The De- 
I ption is deciſive as to the Place intended, 
chough the Name here uſed is leſs clear and de- 
erminate. Some have deduced this Title from 
the Virtues of that Place, Some from its Vices; 
Others from its Sufferings, Others again from its 
wilges. This Appellation, for whatever Cauſe 
Piven, was, no Doubt, particularly affecting to 
en, to whom the Prediction was originally de- 
Wivered, and who well underſtood the Import of 
Je Term, which is leſs clear, and therefore leſs 
Wiſtructive to Us. But among ſuch various Opi- 
ons, One may well ſuppoſe, from the Connec- 
| 5 Pes, and the enſuing Denunciation of Venge- 
pce, that Jeruſalem was here called Ariel, or 
Pe Strong Lion, in Reproach, from its Lies. 
e Fierceneſs and Cruelty. It is elſewhere ſeve- 
Times called the Bboch- City. II. 1. 15.— 
. 3. Ezck. 7. 23.— 22. 2. and then the Ad- 
ion of the City where David dwelt, was perti- . 
ty added, to ſhew what it ſhopld be, and 
been, and from what it was fallen. In this 
bt, this Title explains, and is explained by 
Wt parallel Paſſage in the 2 1ſt Verſe of the fir 
Water of this Prophet. How is the faithful City q 
re an Hart! It was full of Jud 0 
Wc Þreoufneſs haged in it, but now. Murderers... 
* be Train of . Judgments denounced is 
i . a N ut appears to be the juſt 
ard of 835 8. — T will aifireſs Sic, ; 
| there Ju be 3 and Sorrow 10 
. 7M wilt” 
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T1 will camp againſt thee round about, and will 9 
Siege againſt Thee with a Mount, and I will raiſ 
Forts agamft. Thee. And Thou ' ſhalt be brought if 
down — And then, after ſome leſs material Ci. 
cumſtances, it is added. Thou ſbalt be vifited i MA. 
the Lord of Hoſts, with Thunder, and with Earti 
quale, and great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempe, 
and the Flame of devouring Fire. ; 
If Commentators have greatly difered in ai 
counting for the Title here given to Jeru/alen Wl 
They have unanimouſly, and, I think, erroneouh, Wi 
agreed in interpreting the Nature of the Veng. Wl, 
ance here denounced againſt it. They have wih 
one conſent converted it into a Metaphor, an. 
have followed One Another in repreſenting it ai 
no more than a figurative wn. qo of the ru. 
nous Wars and Sieges with which it ſhould ſoul 
be ſurrounded. - No particular Reaſons are aſſig-· = 
ed for thus giving up the Letter, and having Re „ 
courſe to a Figure, but it was at firſt ſuggeſti ch 
then aſſerted, and afterwards received and 
peated by ſucceedin Expoſitors without a Qui. 
tion. The Verſe following the Text does inded 
make Mention of Vars, and of the Multitud i 


all the Nations that ſhould fight ag arnſt Ariel, bu Lays 
This will no more prove that by the Earthpui ate 
threatned was meant a dangerous Var, than 0: 
the Other Hand, that by Tumults and Sieges wall... 


3 gf internal Commotions . the ark 1 
be p eaning would a r to that boli 
God and Men ſhould * inſt the 17M 
"City, that 9 ſhould be ſubject to Dectructiaſ 


both 5 immediate Hand of Fraue 
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[9] 
Wand from the inſtrumental Conſpiracies of other 
Wbloody Nations. 
But there is farther a very remarkable Difte- 
Pence in the Form and Nature of the Denuncia” 
oon in the Text, and of that in the enſuing Verſe 
rm, to Wars and Tumults. In the Paſſage 
fore Us, the Threatning is abſolute and per- 
aptory. Thou ſhalt be vifited of the Lord of 
„, with Thunder, and with Earthquake, and 
N i Noiſe, with Storm and Tempeſt, and the 
ane of devouring: Fire: Whereas in the next 
Ferſe, though Mention is made of Conſpiracies 
Jad Sieges againſt this City, yet it is of ſuch as 
Would prove unſucceſsft, fuch as —_— | 
= * e meds bring to Nought 2 And the 
2 I the Nations in 4 ' 
ef, pry Arlen obt a ht pi, » - 2 
z and that 43406 Her, ſhall be as @ Dream. 
. igt Lb, Which le d 1 
WE the extraordinary judicial Deſtruction of Sen- 1 
eis mighty Army before that Place not i 
Ing after. Tho fers therefore to be a plain 
Ancien intended, that though They ſhould 


| &/treſſed, They ſhould be 
ae N 8 


6 J Latter more 7 immediately into his Own om We, 
'Y * to manifeſt a particular Providence, would Wa) 
wo e them from Dangers, where there chu . 
= no o Human 9 of Relic, and .chaſtilelhern = 
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threatned is circumſtantially and minutely * 
ſcribed, and every appendant Terror is mention- 
ed, which uſually attends thoſe violent Commo- 
tions of Nature. Thunder and great Neiſe, Storn 
and Tempeſt, and the Flame of devouring Fire are 
the dreadful: Effects of the Eruptions which 
cauſe, or are cauſed by, all great and deſtructiy 
Degrees of Earthquakes : and it may be difficult Wi 
to ſuppoſe that the Propbet ſhould adhere ſo 
ſtrictly and exactly to a /teral Deſcription of ſo 
ſevere a Judgment, if He meant no more than i 
Metaphor to deſcribe a threatning War, eſpecial. Wi 
ly ſuch an one, as He tells them in the next 
Verſe, ſhould not finally overthrow them. = 
_ - + Farther yet, There is not any Neceſſity u 
have Recourſe to the Suppoſition of a Figure u 
explain this Paſſage, not the leaſt Kind of Ob. e. 
jection againſt underſtanding it in a teral Sent A ** 
For did 5 not God viſit his People with Judgment . 
of this Nature? Can it be ſaid that this Predi. 
tion was not verified in Fact? This is certain 3 
more than can be proved, and We have no in · 
eonſiderable Degree of Evidence, to ſhew th 
it was almoſt immediately fulfilled. | We har 
undoubted Teſtimony from two of the Prophet _ 
that there was a remarkable Earthquake there : 
bout that Time. The Prophet Amos diſtiu· * 
guiſhes the Time of his Predictions to the Jen 1. 
dy this as a noted Era among them Tue Hai n. 
e Amos — which'He ſaw concerning Hruel in H - 
| Days of Uzziab King of Fudah — tao Years 8. 
fore the Earthquake. Amos 1. 1. The Prophe 
eee takes en of the ſame Event. 
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, like as Ye fled from before the 8 
52 / ie Days of Uzziah King of Fudah. 
14. 5. Now as Both Theſe teſtify that this — 
morable Event happened in the Days of Uzzraby 
Wand as Jaiab Himſelf tells us, that He prophe- 
cied in his Reign, If. 1. 1. and as the Collection 
of his Prophecies is allowed not to be in an ex- 


1 Wat and unvaried Method, it is highly probable 
to fay the loweſt) that this was a Prediction of 
hat very Event, and was very ſoon compleated 


y it. But ſuppoſe it was not, it muſt then have 
= appened almoſt immediately befare, and, upon 
s 'Suppoſition; could the Hearers have any 
Reaſon to think of a Metaphorical Deſcription 6 
War in the Prediction of another Eart 


ul ben They knew that a dreadful One bad ha 

1, cncd a little before, from which They had f 
nich great Terror and Precipitation? If the ac> 
5. al Completion of a ſecond ſuppoſed Calamity 
25 this Kind be no recorded, it is no Proof that 


ch an one did not happen, ſince the Remem- 
nance of the Other is not preſerved in their Z5/ 
real Writings, but only by the incidental Men- 
n of it by the 720! Prophets before cited. But 
en the Whole, there ſeems. to be the mot 
{en to believe, that it was one and the ſamg 
vent dab dch ell, re Predicti, ons and Te imo 


fall way relate to. * 4 l 000k Mt 
rh | Itlis farther. eg of Notice, that as Many | 
be Predifions of the Pro phets had a View-th 


1 Deſtruction of — though Ther 
R pre verified: likewiſe in ſome i wo a. — 2 
I Tra either Vere. fu de 


N or to Wirk they 
ble; fo We find this very ( | 
One of the Tokens and even | Hyfiruments of — 5 
utter Exciſion of that Place and Nation. Ou ln 
Saviour foretelling the Deſtruction of the 
Temple then ſpeedily approaching, ſays, Ther Mplai 
Hall be Famines and Peſtilences and Earthquaiz io 
in divers Places. All theſe are the Beginning fl 
Sorrows. Mat. 24.7, 8. Commentators have col. 
lected the Teſtimonies of many Heathen Hifi 
rians, to confirm the Fact, that many Ear! ona 
quakes did happen at that Time in Places when n 
the Jews reſided. (Vid. Grot. in Mat. 24. 1) 
But their own Hiſtorian, Fo ſephus, is the mol 
to the Purpoſe, and the moſt full in recordin 
the Completion of this Event. In different Pe 
of his Works. (Antiq. L. xv. C. vii. —— Dr, 
Bello Jud. L. 1. C. xiv.) He makes Mention 
of a terrible Calamity of this Kind in Judea -- 
bout the Time of the Ruin of the Nation. . 
ene Place He calls it the ma dreadful Kart N 
quake that ever had been heard of, ſays, that it de 
 woured a great Number of their Cattle, and tau 
there 8 ten een Men in their Town 0 = th 
1 | (Ant, L. xv. © vn.) Is the-otherÞ th .. 
. there happened at this Time ſo dreauful d "p 
bquake that it 3 up Cattle innumei 


. 
ble; and near thirty en People; (De Beli 
Jud. L. 1. C. xiv.) and in both He obſer ll 
Aut the 4r2bians thought that Juda was too 
| ly depopulated by this Calamity, and ok th _ 
C- Advantage of irvading it under chat Dirt * 


2 e 3 


- 11 
Irn Teſtimon — the Connection between 
Var and Earthquakes, jointly: mentioned in that 
N cy of our Bleſſed Saviour, as well as in N 
-d and Context of the Paſſage in Jaiab now - 
Wunder Confideration: proves — it may be ex- 
lained without having Recourſe to the Suppoſis 
oon of a and that the Senſe and Truth 
f theſe Threatnings may be confirmed by tho 
ful Completion of them. " 
= Theſe Reflections have, I hope, not aten 
Wonably or unprofitably, been offered, to eſtabliſh - 
ie ktere! A n of the Denunciation in 
|< Text. It may better anſwer the Intent of the 
= ng Day of Humiliation, and contribute to 
reite and improve thoſe 


good Impreſſions which 
Wc Remembrance of the Divine Judgments calls 
Wor, — to confider a little more p ly the 
WD rcadfigneſs of the Viſitation ige here ſpoken 
- the greater Terror of it confidered as a Vi. 
2 2s 4 Mark of God's Wrath againſt a ſin- 
people and the proper Uſes which We 
aht to make of theſe ene orig The Dread. 

| ne of the YVifitation itſelf is thus deſcribed 
| the Denunciation of it. Thou” ſhalt be wifited 
8 of Hoſts with Thunder, and with 
d > and great Noiſe, with Storms ani 


1 . —— — 
I n but What is 
inſerted, yet is literally to be underſtood, 
EA inflicted in the here 
ben of. . cauſe fo ahi 
* moſt ee; eeply affected, 
2 


En 34 
| whiltthe Aid i alarmed: with the ſevereſt Ap. 
enſions which it is capable of. If Thin 

and great Noiſe can terrify the Organs of Mar- 
ing, if Storm and Tempeſt and the ſudden Fall of 
the moſt ſecure and ſtately Edifices can aſtoniſh 
thoſe of Sight, if the Flame of devouring Fire, 
with the Ground trembling under ones Feet, be 
be the moſt painful Senſation that can afffict thoſe 
of Feeling, then the Whole Scene together of an 
Earthquake, with its Cauſes and Conſequences, ai 
is the moſt tremendous Scene of Judgment, of il 
Any which in this World can be ſent upon the 
Tong of Mn. 22 
But the Pain of the Mind, the Diſtreſs and 2 
Aer of thoſe who may well expet 7 
immediate Ruin, who moſt literally ſee a 75. 
and fall befide them; and ten thouſand at tier Wh 
Right Hand, and every Moment expect to be tte 
next Objects of Deſtruction themſelves, is i- 
, _ conceivably terrifying, and may well make th yr” 
Caſe of the int Sufferers and Inſtanees of Ven- 
< the leſs pitiable. We pray with good Rea. ri 
ſon againſt: ſudden Death,” becauſe fo Few at g 
properly prepared for it, and becauſe All mij 
be * to deſire ſome Time 36 Recol lection d 
but this ſad Interval bears more the Appea 42 
of a State of Puniſbment than of farther Prob- 
tion; and their Fate ſeems leſs: lamentable;\wi*hl 
were taken off before They knew their Danger 
than theirs ho ſurvive to ice the Loſs of the 
1 Friend and Relations; to ferb the: Terrors i 
Leere N — oME Her er to fl Y 
446653 W c I * 
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[3] 
Y The Deſcription of this Diſtrdſs elſewhere by 
W the ? bet who here foretells it, is very natural 


where He ſpeaks of of Mas as 
: rowing away the treaſures They moſt valued, 


Gols, to take Care of their own Lives, and hav- 
ng Recourſe to ſuch a Refuge, where probably 
hey might find both their Death and Burial 
ogether. In that Day a Man ſhall caſt his Idols 
Siber, and bis Idols of Gold, which They made 
ach One for Himſelf to worſhip, to the Moles 
24 to the Bats; To go into the Clefts of the Rocks, 


- - ariſeth 40 . e The! Earth. . 2. 
„21 

4 w. the Diſtreſs of fongle WIE fads A Ca- 
4 reaches our very Souls, and gives us a 
* — Pain in their Suffering, how are 
= Herts enlarged. towards them, when We 
müder a dh Nation, nay many Nations ſub- 
ring at once under the ſame Diſtreſs, and ſcel- 
Ig the Power of the Author of Nature in the 


may ffects of thoſe natural Cauſes, which He made 
one governs ? The Extent of the Calanuty is an 
anc: N gravation of it in the Breaſt of every benevo» 
rale t Lover of his Species. And in this Reſpect 
who Any in Hiftory equals that which has oc. 
ngen ned the thing: ſolemn Day of -Humiliation, 
ther emp fo great a Part of the Globe was ſha 
rs OP. in ſuch a manner, that the final Conſum. 
o fa ion of Rog ſeems: generally to have 
00 FR apprehended. We may truly: Gin df this, 


what 


| d into the Tops of the ragged Rocks, for Fear of 
Lord, and for the: glory of bis Majeſty when 


o ſecure themſelves, renouncing their Truſt in 


vw 


T7 * 
what is cher figurative __ of ſome other a. 
Roniſhing Commotion, or prophetically of the Wi 
Signs preceding the . Bilteluien. And 
there were voices and Thunders, and Lightning, i 
and chere was a great Earthquake, ſucb as wa Wh 
4 nut fince Men were upon Earth, ſo ee a 
. Earthquake and fa great. Rev. 16. 18. 2 
= There can indeed be no livelier — V1 
itſelf, of that tremendous Seaſon when this good. 
ly F abrick ſhall be diſſolved, when the Heaun 
ball paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the El. 
ments _ melt with fervent Heat, when the Eartihe 
alſo, and the Works that are therein, ſball be bum 
uþ. 2 Pet. 3. 10. And tho for the Reaſons be 
fore aſſigned, the Text appears to have been a 
teral Predi iction of a dreadful Earthquake thin 
enſuing, yet it muſt. be confeſſed, that Expr. 
ſions of this Kind are ſometimes uſed figuratiui 
As particular Judgments are ſo many Earncihl 
of that general One at the final Confammatia Y | 
of all Things, it is not unuſual for the Prophet 4 
to ſpeak, as if the whole Frame of Nature NN 
in a State of Diſſolution, when under the E 
erciſe of any Divine Vengeance. Thus this ſam I 
Prophet Jaiah 13. 13. I will ſhake the Hearn 
5 and the Earth ſhall remove out of ber Place, in ili 
| — of the Lord of: Hes; ang in the m_— 1 
ce Anger. Thus again, rophet Hag 
where National Commotions and Diviſon (coun 
_ principally to have been intended. I oil! ug 
the Heavens, and the Burgh, and the Se, mo 'Y 
| 6,7. Thus yet 1 more >Mmphatically ot Prc 7 | SZ 


tu 


: | Jeremiab. 1 Jebeld the Mountains, and * they 


| enbied, and al the Hills moved lighty. , 
1 I; 1b, there was no' Man, and all the Birds of 
„ Easvem were fed. I beheld; and b, the ak- 


1 Place was a 
Wo} were broken down, at the Preſence of the Lord, 
ol 7 bis fierce Anger. Jer: 4. 24 &c. Where 
uch Expreffions are to be taken literally, bm 
xediately affect this Subject; and where it 


Gldernes and all the Cities theres 


- Weceflary to put a metaphoricul Conſtruction wy, 
i n them, ſtill they impreſs a ſtrong Notion bf 
1 xe Terror of this Judgment, in that it is ſelected 
iche moſt terrifying Emblem, by which any 


i i 3 ited, 
he 0 Zut clave 4 1s one Circatinſtzabe EPIC to . 
eaunciation and Apprehenſion of this Calami- 
which aggravates the Severity of it beyo! 
others, in that no Human Means can be uſed 


e ee he 
lick Jagmentt and Vit the Wiſdom 
i Goodneſs of God are ſeen in iſing the 


4 2 and improving 
; Virtues of Men in the preſent Scene, as 
: Was e = 


„ ed a Ae 
Kail ed the — and obſerve — 
ther 


the active as pM "i 
ra ot r_— 


14. 21. 


Ny 


Wher the n nnen Deſolation can be epre> 


it. In all the other Inftances of 


„ 
ther theſe are not the natural Effects of Meng 
own Vices, or the apparent Means of exerciſing 
their Virtues; and all of them Caſes, wherein 
Human Care may be in ſome Meaſure ſucceſs. 

fully uſed, and ought to be faithfully employed. 
The Calamities of the Sword are always ow. 
ing to the Fault of one and often to that of beth 
the contending Parties, and the Miſeries of a 
Scene of War are an inſtructive Leſſon to all oi 
Men, to preſerve that peaceable and equitable 
Diſpoſition; which the Goſpel requires of them, 
which would prevent this heavy Judgment tha Wi 
through Means of one Offence puniſhes many ſp 
others. eee 155 ent 7.0 2 
The Plague of Famine follows naturally upon Wi 
that of War, which Men have brought upon 
themſelves, and is to be conſidered in the ſam: 
Light, as that which They might frequently Hu 
proper Care and rational Conduct prevent. 1M 
would indeed be an univerſal Plague, if Lab 
was not exerciſed and even when it pleals 3 | 
God to ſend the Wind: to blaft, or the Inſev 
to devour the Fruits of the Earth, yet then ther 
are Remedies to be applied; and it is the Duty ai 
Man to contribute Himſelf, as far as He can, ei 
the Preſervation of Himſelf and of Others. Aug 
ſome prudential Proviſion, like that of 7% 
upon the Proſpect of a Famine! in the Lond e. 
Egypt, might be made by National Authority MRP 
to prevent the ſevereſt Effects of this CalamT 
in thoſe Countries which are moſt: ſubject W/ ! 
them. Again, noxious Plants and noxious Auinu x 
whet- the- Induſtry. and . employ the. Labours d 


Man  - 


3 


Mankind. Their ill Effects may be defeated; and 


ns 

no Wl themſelves often deſtroyed by proper Care, and 

in they ſerve this Uſe amongſt others in the Crea- 

s. tion, that they keep the active Faculties of Men | 
l. Nvery rationally employed; Which is a State I 
w- proper both for their Security and their Inno 

oth cence. Once more, Even the Judgment of Peſtz- 
fie has likewiſe this Uſe, and may be guarded 


all NM gainſt by natural and probable Methods of Pre- 


ble ervation. The Providence, which has inflicted 
m, Di ſeaſes, has likewiſe afforded Remedzes both for 
hat : Prevention and Cure, and it implies no Diſtruſt 
am f that Providence, but a dutiful Regard to the 


lercies that God has granted, to apply. thoſe 


por Kemedies under a due Senſe of his ſuperintend- | 

por Ing Power, in the beſt Method that Human- 

am udgment can form. It was not the Deſign of 
yar Creator that We ſhould here enjoy uninter= 

I upted Bleſſings, or ſhould reſt ſecure and inac- 

br ve, free from Dangers and Labours, but that 


e ſhould know Ourſelves to be dependent 
elpleſs Creatures, bound to perform our own 
Fart, and to act in Concurrence with the Means 
at are offered to ſecure our Being and Well- 
eing in this World. All ſuch Diſpenſations 
erefore ry and promote ſome Virtues, whilſt 
ey recompence ſome Failures or Violations of 
em, and are therefore perfectly ſuited to a pro- 
i onary State; They are even ſuch Events as 
eight well be expected in it, as anſwering eve- 
Purpoſe of it, and preparing Men by every 


* 
* 


. J f ive and paſſive Virtue to go thro this Wor Id 


oy" Duty and Rena; 6 to: go into the 
= „„ +» mae 


2 No Foreſight or Policy of ours can avert, a 


1 18 1 | 
next with conſcious Comfort and Hope of par 
TR COTE OO On ns e 

But in this Particular, the Terror of the Jude. aue 
ment here denounced, and now deſerving the ort 
moſt ſerious Conſideration of all the Inhabitan; War 
of the Earth, exceeds all the reſt, in that there W-+ - 
are no Human Methods to be uſed for our Secu. re. 
rity, No Arts of Se Defence againſt the Danger WW 
threatning ; but our only Care muſt be religiou. 7 
ly to prepare Ourſelves for an Event, which "7 


which is more immediately in the Hand of P., 
vidence, without the Fiſtrumentality of Hum 
Agency; and this Conſideration leads to the & 
cond Particular propoſed, namely, the gream & 
Terror of this Calamity conſidered as a Vi ! 
tion, as a Mark of Gods Wrath againſt a ſinſi 
People. a 7 DOM 1 TEL n : 2 ; 23 
In the Prediction in the Trat it is not Gil" 
that there ſhould ſhortly happen an Earibpuai F. 
but They were particularly directed to conſid 2 
it as a Judgment from Heaven. Thou ſbalt ny” 
vuſited of the Lord of Hoſts with Thunder and wi NU 
Earthquake, and great Noiſe, with Storm on” - 
Tempeſt and the Flame of devouring Fire. This 2 


the Scripture Language and Doctrine on all i 
ther Occaſions as well as this. The Revelation 
of Gods Holy Word has taught us to afcribe ii 
. theſe Events to his'wiſe Di/po/al,: as well as tl 
natural Cauſes of them to his powerful Cream 
Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did He in Huff 
ven and in Earth, in the Seas, and in all . 
Places. Pſ. 135. G. The ſame inſpired Aut» 
3 4 . var 


! 


5 
; particularly deſcribes the Trembling of the Earth 
Ws a Token of the Wrath of Ford, Very elo- 
Wquent and moving is that Defcription of this 
- Een, which We: read Pf. 18. 7. & c. Then the 
Earth ſhook and trembled, the Foundations alſo of 
be Hills moued and were ſhaken, becauſe He aas 
proth There went up d Smoke out of bis Noſtrils, 
> Fire aut of his Mouth devoured : Goals were 
ſnd by ie He bowed the Heavens alſo, and. 
down; and Darkneſs was under bis Feet. 
+ Wd He rode upon 4 Cherub, and did fly: yea, He 
„55 upon the Wings of the Mind. He made 
kneſs his fecret Place: His Pavilion round a- 


. er 
wt Him, were dark Waters and thick Clouds of 
e Skzes.: At the Brightneſs that was before Hem, 
i : s thick Clouds paſſed; Hatltones and Goals of: 
vo re. Ta., He ſent out his Arrows, and ſcattered. 
; and He ſhot out Lightnings, and diſcomfited: 
Iden the Channels of Waters wert ſeen, and 
1 the World were difcovered at ti 

* O Lord, at the * 3 Breath Wy" 
1 1 eu ated to eſtabliſh this great Truth, to con- 
„che Belicf of the Divine DV 
. I u Diredtionof all Bonny to root out the Hea- 

I and n 


jerns the: Worid. The Lad bath bis Way in | 
| Wbirhernd and in the' Storm, fays the Pro- 
r Shs there be; oth] env 
—_ | Ame 3. 6. It ere cibll ths 
I dnies of „ this * To 
C2 Believers 


FE. A 
N 
u 9 

/ I 

1 

2 
* be 

1 


D 201 | 
Believers this may be un neceſſary; To Others i 
would prove unſatisfactory. For, 

It muſt with Grief be confeſſed, that after al 
this Knowledge of the Hiſtory of Gods Provi. 
dences from the Beginning of the World; after 
the farther Light communicated to Us by the 
Goſpel Revelation; We are, with Pretenſion Hunte 

to ſuperior Diſcernment, relapſing into Hæarben. 
. if Ignorance, and ſinking into the meaneſt Ef. 
rors of thoſe unenlightned Pagans, whom Weil 
ſo much deſpiſe. A particular Providence is r. 
jected by thoſe who ſubſiſt by it, who without 
it could not ſo much as draw that Breath wit | 
which they blaſpheme their Maker. In tee 
Words of the Prophet, They have belied the Loe 
and ſaid It is not He. Jer. 5. 12. They have a. ten 
owned his Influence in theſe awful Events, ar tt 
any immediate Care and Government of the re 
Lord of Heaven over Human Affairs, but ha 
endeavoured to ſatisfy themſelves with account. 
ing for them by ſecondary Cauſes. They go nv 
fo far as even the Heatheniſh Philiſtines, wu 
under a ſore Judgment, made a Queſtion wh: 
ther the God of Iſrael had done them that grein 
Evil, or not; and propoſed to try an Expei 
ment, whereby They might know, whether 1 
Was FAA Hand that. ſmote them, or whether it wn 
a Chance that had happened to them. 1 Sam. 6.) = 
But theſe eſteem the Caſe ſcarce worthy of I 
Doubt,” reſt altogether in natural Cauſes and El 
fects, and with great Self- Sufficiency diſc | 
their Maker from any Sort of Concern 8 
. of his own' * 1 13-4 EA Bu 3 u 


Fs} 


But if They will not take Gods own Word for 


t 

Wt, that He governs the World, ſome important 
all MM ueſtions may be aſked upon the Principles of 
ri. eeaſan. If They do believe a God, if They do 
ter Pot think that Chance or Neceſſity made, as well 
he s governs, this great Fabrick and all the Inhabi- 


Nnts of it, it may be enquired whether the Al- 


n. Nighty at the Beginning gave theſe Works of 
Er- — a Power rely eee of Himſelf, 
We contribute, as it ſhould happen, to the Pre- 
e: ¶rvation or the Deſtruction of his rational Crea- 
out res, or whether they have any Way ſince ac- 


ired ſuch an independent Power. Are Either 


the f theſe Suppoſitions credible ? If they are not, 
e muſt have Recourſe at laſt to a Wiſe Super- 
di. tendant over all human Affairs, and muſt re- 
ar the regular Courſe of Nature, and all either 
the Pc real or ſeeming Interruptions of it, to the Go- 
1 Ernment of the ſole \Author of Nature. Such 
unt fined Rea ſoners need not ſurely be reminded, 
o' the Poor Heathens much needed to be in- 
vho ed, that Fate and Fortune are Words, not 
he- enges, and therefore can work no real Effects; 
et they are unmeaning Words likewiſe in any 
pen. ber than that popular and rational Senſe, in 
er i hich they are ſometimes uſed in Scripture and 
wa intelligent Chriſtians, as ſignifying thoſe E- 
6. Ants which are wrought by the fixed Laws of 
of ilFture, or which in the providential Diſpoſal of 
| man Affairs, come to paſs, without; or beſide, or 
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our Choice, or Forethought, or Power, but having WW 1 

their real and ſure Cawſes, as well as others, de. * 1 

pending either on the natural Effects of Power 3 

originally given at the Creation, or on the pat. 

ticular Diſpoſition of thoſe Effects by the Sore. (i 

| reign Creator, who has reſerved in his owl 

Hands the Management of all ſuch natural Pow. 

| ers, for the Service of general or particular Pur. 

poſes. For can We believe that theſe great E 

vents, or indeed any Events, are accidental win 

Reſpect to God? This would be a greater Di. 

ficalty than Any in the Doctrines of Religion, WM 

X and muſt depend on one of the abſurd Suppol-WM 

| tions before- mentioned, either that God Almigb. 

9 ty has put theſe Things out of his own Pow. 

| Himſelf, or that the Direction of them has been 

1 taken out of his Hands by ſome other Being g - 

The Repetition of ſuch Notions would not he 

pardonable, but to ſhew the Abſurdity of P. 

Pbaneneſi; to prove how irrational as nll as 1-_ 

religious are the Sceptical Arraigners of Pro.; 
dence, who upon Principle pretend to diſregui i 
their Maker, as unconcerned in theſe awakening 

Calls to Reprniance, Bun to the Inhabitants 8 | 
$3 the Earth... — 
= Much has been Lud. on this p ; 60g [7 E 
1 Somme in Wey of Pleaſantry, by Others with ra 

Seriguſugſs,, concerning | artificial Earthpuuis 

which, it feems, may by Human Art be ſo co 

trived, as to reſemble in Proportion eyen thee 

of Barr = e are told, * A 

are, as if properly compounded, will, at a 1x0 

ws occaſion ſi ned Eruptions and Diſcharg! 2 


S 
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ks attend the known Commotions of the Earth! 
| 9 zut theſe Experiments are ſo far from being = 
Wee to a providential Diſpoſition of ſu 
fal Events, that they are even a poſitive Proof, * 
hat theſe Things are under the Direction of a 
| 5 Pre- Agent. For if ſuch Imitations of the Pow- 
=: of Nature are plainly the Conſequences of 
|. hought and Defign, how can Any Man of 
Wenſe impute the Originok to any Thing leſs > 
as our Maker leſs Power or Knowledge in the 
entrivance of ſuch Events than his poor, im- 
| Stent, ignorant Creatures? Or is He Jeſs con- 
ed whether good or Evil happen to them? 
Men, by their Improvements, and curious 
Warches into the Powers of Nature, have learn- 


x ſo much of the Force of feveral Minerals, 

d of their different and even contrary Effects, 

* sse form a Compoſition, which ſhall work all 
2 


Effects, and ſhall enable them to determine 


8 1 ; r Time, in what Place, and to what De- 
on Wi: it mel break forth; is the Almighty Au- 
pad r of Nature more limited in his Conduct of 


ſe which are the Work of his own Hands? 
He not, without what We call a Miracle, 
bout any Violation of the Laws of Nature; 
ee theſe contrarious Qualities to concur, or 
co concur, or to reſiſt each other, Witt 
er or leſs Force? May not the moſt vio- 
Fruptions be cauſed id diſcharged without | 
It to the Inhabitants of the Earth? May not 
break forth in the va} Ocean, or the wide 
„where no Human Creature ſhall ſuffer 
1 em? or may they not, by a Direction, 
| prove 


26) 
prove the Overthrow of Cities the moſt fully pe. : 
pled? May not the Effects be deemed equally WW 
natural in either Place, and may not the part. 
cular Guidance of them be the Inſtrument MY 
choſen Vengeance? Do the Schemes of Men ii 
artificial Compoſitions prove Thought and Com. 
vance? and can the more important Events of t 
ſame Nature prove leſs, or betray any Want dif 
Intelligence or Care in the great Diſpoſer of then 

But if theſe Calamities are allowed to be P. 
widential, and to fall under the Direction of Hu 
who firſt appointed and ſtill governs the Cour 
of Nature, yet ſome farther Queſtions may aria 
how far they are to be conſidered as jud:cul 
May They not be ſent, like more common Afi 
tions, to chaſtiſe the Errors, and improve . 
| Virtues of the imperfe& Good, as well as to pill: . 
-Niſh the wilful Diſobedience of the abandon 

Bad; or as Trials. and Admonitions to All? ul 

have We not ſome Cautions in the New Tei 
ment againſt interpreting ſuch Calamities as eu 
cial Judgments? 

The Anſwer to theſe Queſtions will depet 2 
on . ſome Obſervations on the Declarations Wil 
EF Scripture to this Purpoſe, and on the Nature ol 

V. rfitations themſelves. But this, with the US 

of the whole, I ſhall reſerve for the Subject 

gur Meditations, if God permit, on the Day 
apart, by. publick Authority, to deprecate ti 
Judgments, to implore the Pardon of our Sl 
and the Aſſiſtance of Gods Grace to diſpoſe vl 
able us ae to forſake aw, 1 
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Von Pal be vifited of the Tait of Hef * 
ub Thunder, and with Earthquake, 
and great Noiſe, with Storm am 
Tempe, aud the Kn. of e 


Fire. ; 
6 22 18 


Hax in a baer Diſcourſe Sade wwe 
to eſtabliſh the era! Senſe of the Tes, to 
illuſtrate the Dreadfulneſs of che Viſitation 
here ſpoken of, and to prove that they are 
ly providential. I am now to conſider them 
ore particularly as judicial, and to point out 
a enforce the Uſes to be deduced from the fore 
4 4 Fu Reflections. iy l 10 8% 
In the Ter it was expredily: throatred 48 4 
udgment, that Jeruſalem ſhould for its Sins be 
fired of the Lord. of Hoſts with" Thunider;" , 
% Eartbquate, and great Noiſe; u d 
d Tempijt, and the Flame of devouring Fire; 
fore when it hap 


% L 
e ; 


pened to the Inh an 
it, They could not be at + Loſs to inte 
| or miſtake the Author, or Iten of tar! 
nation, a if e eee | 
| like dreadful Calamities ſpoken 'of me 10 
derm We ſhall find com mentioned in thi 


6 fant Manner, as ſent by an offended God upon 


food and'meafured the Earth. He bebeld and dm 


the Sea, that Thou didft ride upon the Hors i 


Land i in 13 I 0 . the Hl 


| where declared. to be the End, for which the 
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an offending People. The Prophets ſeem 5 
cularly ſolicitous on this Subject, that ſuch oui 
not be miſtaken as common Caſualties, and ar 
. continually putting in a Kind of Claim on the 
© Behalf of Providence, that they ſhould be con. 
ſidered as Inſtruments of Divine Vengeance. Ve 
ry eloquent and inſtructive is that of the P. 
phe Habotiak, where He is ſpeaking of ſuffi 
ike violent Convulſions of Nature, >. vai tue 
Deſign had no Sort of Regard to the Elemar. 
themſelves, however affected and convulſed th 
. to be, but merely to their Uſe and b 23 
uence and Effect on the Human Species. G 


aſunder the Nations, and the everlaſting Mui 


 fains were ſcattered, the perpetual Hills did bu 1 


. ſaw the Tents of Cuſban in Aſfiction, and ii. 
tains in the Land of Midian did tremble. Wl, 
the, Lord difpleaſed againſt the Rivers ? was thn 
Anger againſt the Rivers? was thy Wrath agaiil 


thy Chariats of Salvation? — Thou didft cleave i 

Earth with Rivers. The Mountains ſaw thee, all 1 k 
they trembled, the Over flowing of the Water 1 " 
; the Deep uttered. his Voict, and lifted up io 
on High— Thou did march through i 


ther j in Anger. Hab. 3. La \ 
Abe — of” Niadend is here and ail 1 


to their Sappor and Delight, ſhall, Ne 4A 


1 

nuſual Direction of them, be turned to their 
error and Deſolation. There is ſcarce a re- 
arkable Inſtance of any deſtructive Event, re- 


1 
% 


al | orded in the Old Teſtament, but the Occaffon 
ther it is recorded likewiſe, and plain Inſtruction 


cafforded, that it was, and was to be under- 
Hood as a Judgment. Conſider briefly the ſeve- 
al Scriptural Examples of this Kind. The 
Drowning the Old World, the Deſtruction of, 
adm and Gomorrah by Fire from Heaven, the 
rious Plagues of Egypt, the ſwift Extirpation 
che Canaanites, the terrifying Fate of ſome 
öbellious Spirits among the children of Iſrael 
hemſelves, when, that they might not die the 
non Death of all Men, nor be vifited after the 
ation of all Men, the Lord made à new Thing © 
4 tbe Earth — her Mouth, and fwallowed 
en up with all that appertained unto them, and 
ey went down quick into the Pit; the ſeveral 
irivities of this favoured People, after their 
Sitabliſhment, their Diſtreſſes of Famine, when 
eir Suſtenance was eaten up by the Lo- 
7, tbe Canker-Worm, the Caterpiller, and the 
galner-Worm, the great Army which Providence 
7 among them Joel 2.25. and the final Exci- 
of them by the Roman Forces, are not all 
eſe mentioned as judicial Events, and diſtin@h 
ecified as Tokens of Vengeance by which We 
1 that the Men had proveketl 
1 | May We not then apply the Apoſtles Method 
Reaſoning, and ſay, 1s He the God of the Fews 
_ Gentiles only? Is He not alſo of the Chriſt 
RA — 
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tel 
zans? and anſwer with Him, Yes, of the Chriſ- il 
 7ans alſo.” Certainly the Powers of Nature ate iſe i 
now, as much as ever, under his ſovereign Diſ. 
poſal, and He has as great an Abhorrence of 
Impiety and Immorality, as ever: and will not 
the Force of Truth extort from Us an Acknow. 
ledgment, that ſome of the higheſt Offences at 
ſtill continued in the World, to provoke his An. 
ger? There are Inſtances of particular Tu en 
ments recorded in the New Te/ftament as well via 
in the Old, and St Paul, after recounting ſome 
eminent Inſtances of Tranſgreſſion and of P pee 
niſhment among the Maelites, ſays expreſily,l 
Nou all theſe Things happened unto them for E, 
ſamples, and they are written fer our Admonitin 
upon whom the Ends of the World are come. 1 Cu 
10.11, But how for Enſamples, and how fv 
our Admonition, if the Diſpenſation of Jud. 
ments in this World is no longer continued, ac 
We have no farther Reaſon to apprehend feu. 
ful Yiftations upon enormous Tranſgrefſions? ie i 
I Indeed the natural ill Effects of Sin in th 
World may very properly be conſidered as fu rd 
cial,” as ſignificative of the Reſentment of the Aue 
tor of Nature againſt all Irregularities, and AE 
expfreſſive of his Deſgn immediately to carriſ 
them by their own Effects. Can we ſee Maß 
involving themſelves in Ruin and -Miſery fl 
their Vices, and eſteem the Conſequences ai 
dental? or can We call them natural, and lod oe 
no farther; bear no Regard to the Intent of 


mY 
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| Does not this Appointment evidently 


1 prove, that 
Ire g t is the Divine Will that Sin ſhould in many 
i. Perſons be puniſbed even in this World, and that 
of : dthers ſhould be deterred from the Practice of 


ot WE by the Apprehenſions of ſuch Vengeance? 
"nd may We not from Analogy conclude, that 
are 1 e Divine Intent and Conduct is the fame i in 
nj ke Government of the World as in the Conſiztgye 


n of it? and that, if Pe Perſons are thus 
acodaaly puniſhed in and by their own Of- 


elf f nces, a like dare Recompence may well be 
Pr pected on publick Societies and Nations when 
ly, Wblickly finful ; when eminently L iven up to 
EP open Violation of their Maker's ny or 1 
profeſſed Diſregard to them. 

oor "if Seripture or Reaſon cannot teach. or cone 


ce us, let us look into Fadi, and be inſtruct, 
by the Nature of theſe Viſtations themſelves. 
e not theſe Calamities ſore Judgments ? Have 
neighbouring Nations felt them, Have not 
e for ſome Time apprehended them as ſach ? 
n We attend to what We have lately read or 
ad concerning them, or can We reflect on 
wc imperfect Reflections nowy offered concern» 
them, and yet heſitate, whether they are yay 
1 t to be numbred among the ſovereſt Tokens 
VDiſkaſire and Inſtruments of Vengeance? If 


med as Blefings, what is ſuch a ſudden Der 
lo ction of it and them, with every 
f tl cumſtance ot Aggravation, but a poſitive and 


V 4 I Wh Degree of Puniſhment? and if the fore- 
ing puoned 4 guments prove theſe Calamities to 
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Preſervation and Cane aa s be : 


[ 30] | 
be certainly providential, their own Nature vil 4 
prove them to be truly ſudicial. ; 
But are We not forbid to interpret ſuch Ca. 
mities as Judgments? By no means. We ar 
inſtructed to conſider them and to fear them a 
awful Tokens of the Divine Diſplraſure and In. 
ſtruments of the Divine Vengeance. We are fol 
bid indeed to cenſure the Sufferers under then 
as greater Sinners than the reſt of the Word 
but We are not prohibited from ſuppoſing chal þ 
„they were Sinners, and deſerving of the Veng-Wl 
Te ſent upon them. It might, God = 1 
with equal Juſtice have been ſent upon Us, a 
that We have hitherto in Mercy been ſpared ii 
no Proof that We are in higher Favour with ou 
Maker, or leſs deſerving of the Wrath of 6 
and of judicial Puniſhment ? What then? as H 
Apoſtle ſays on another Occaſion, Are We lu. 1 
ter than They: No. in no wiſe, for it might Wl 
proved by a ſolemn Induction of too many meet 
lancholy Particulars, that Ve are All under Si 
and All ſufficiently obnoxious to the Diva 
Vengeance. Which of many Offenders ſhall ne 
the Firſt Sufferers, and ſhall is puniſhed as Er 
ſamples for the Admonition of Others, it is Full 
of the Divine Prerogative; not of ours, to «i 
termine, and when ſuch Calamities are inflie I 
It is not our Part to reflect on them as the i | 
eft Offenders,” but to take Care that We may, 3 
poſſible, be the legt. We ſhould certainly e 
with Reſpect to Gad, if We ſuppoſe ſuch E 1 | 
geance to be unjuſtly inflicted, and We may pi I 
* bably err with Reſpect to them, if We lu — 


= 
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Mat they deſerved it more than Ourſelves, In the 
WLaution. of. our Bleſſed Lord alluded to in theſe 
cfctions, it is not ſaid, that the Perſons de- 
Wroyed: were not Sinners, but that They could 
ot be concluded from theſe Sufferings to be the 
Wmoſt eminently ſo in Jeruſalem ; neither is it ſaid 
What their Puniſhment was not judicial; it is ra- 
eer implied that it was ſo; for our Saviour, 
es Occaſion from thence to aſſure his Hear 
, that ſimilar Judgments ſhould overtales them, 
hey continued in unrepented Sins. 
The Truth is, in all ſuch Caſes We can only 
cerve the outward Calamity. We cannot dive 
eo any Hearts but our own, and therefore this 
oe is our proper Province on ſuch Occaſions. 
Wc cannot pretend to diſtinguiſh all the Reaſons 
Divine Providence for the Exerciſe of ſuch 
dgments, at ſuch a Time, in ſuch a Place, up- 
ſuch a particular People. We cannot tell 
ether the Puniſbment of that People is more 
ticularly conſidered, or whether a ſolemn 
monition to all Mankind is chiefly intended; 
BS whether both theſe Motives were united, and 
what Degree, in this awful Diſpenſation. We 
cow little of the general State o Religion i in a 
77 Country, and leſs of the Proportion of 
Righteous to the Wicked in any City; and 
ig Rill leſs of the Nature of the V Satin, 
far it is more particularly a Puniſhment. to 
n in their National or their Perſonal Capaci- 
in ſhort, We know Nothing in theſe Caſes, 
WR what is immediately im — to oed. 
Wait) ion of our Hearts, and Amen dment | 
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| bien Lives. This only We know, that mui 
= . inplicit Regard is due to the Knowlege and Wit 
1 dom of — which is farther enforce 
die Conſideration of our Ignorance; and thi 
Acknowledgment of the Pſalmiſt will ever be 
come ſuch weak, ſhortſighted Creatures as Wl 
2 in all ſuch Events, wa know, O Lord, u 
ments are right, and that Thou of wy | 
Ky 1 Rn $ haſt e them to be troubled. | 
ww 1 6 
Len may aid our Underftandings, and aſi : 
our Reflections, to be reminded — that in ti 
World We are Members of Society, and are treu I 
ed and governed as ſuch in the Courſe of C0 ha 
= Providence — that the Welfare of particu; 
= - Perſons is not 4ſregarded, but regulated in Suit 
=_ © _ ordination to th general Deſign ; — that mm B 
| culous Diſtinctions in Favour of virtuous Ma 1 
| would not be ſuitable to a State of Probation; 1 
= - that the beſt Men are not ſo good as to claim by 
= n from all Chaſtiſement ; — that thd 
Events ate, with Regard to Individuals, re 
» 2 or — according to the il 
_ of them; — and that a future Recompm 
will clear all the ſeeming Difficulties, or real 1 
equalities of the preſent State, 
In this View conſider again the Nature ef _ 1 
Vifltation ſpoken of in the Text, and the ter: f Le 
| ing Exemplification of it, which has lately 1 I c 
through ſo great a Part of the Wo 
| Ents Any One, who believes that theſe Eva 
: ate providential, make a Doubt whether they" 
not judicial alſo, whether they are 5 0 F 
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F boftiſements of a wioked Hors; deſigned not 
y for their particular Puniſhment, but in Ter- 
, as an Admonition to all other Nations, 
hether more or leſs wicked than themſelves. 
t ſet aſide the Connection of the particular Suf- 
ers with their own or other Communities, 
d look into their 1 uppoſed Perſonal Characters, 
Rd here the Determination may be more deci- 
e ; the View of the Caſe may be entirely al- 
ed, and that which bore the Appearance of a 
avy Judgment, may prove ay and eventual- 
a real Bleſſing. 
Let us then conſider firſt the Caſe of thoſe 
zl 4 nappy Creatures, whom this dreadful Cala- 
Y overtook in a Srate of Sin, thoughtleſs of 


saß | l — or perhaps. wilfully violating it, rejecting 
1118 1 > Belief of a 3 State, or neglecting all Sort 


Preparation for it, either —— * Doc- 4 
1; Ws of Religion, or tranſgreſſing its Precepts. 
ve heſitate to pronounce this ſweeping De- 
Þction to be the moſt dreadful of all Judg- 
vis to ſuch Perſons, as putting an end to their 
te of Probation, preventing the Poſſibility of 
1 After-Repentance, and, beſides the Terror of 
al Paſage, conveying them inſtantly to a more 
F ik Account to be gun for all their fore 9 
ti us pry our View to a better Proſ " = 
; N the Caſe of thoſe, who diſtinguiſh- 5 
val from theſe in Conduct and Character, were 
involved in the ſame common Ruin. Let us 


- — 


EF 
or Superſtition of the Countries They were bred 
in, had made it the chief Care of their Lives to 
be innocent in them, and happy after them, who 
with their Loins girded, and their Lights bury. 
ing, were waiting for their Lord, and were ſpend. 
ing that very Day, as if They had foreſeen that 
it would be their laſt. Though the Earth might 
ſwallow them up, yet May We not charitably 
believe that Heaven received them; or that tho 
_ the Flame of devouring Fire might conſume their 

Bodies, yet their Souls might be ſecured from the 
Pains repreſented by the Fre that is never quenh- 
ed? Can We eſteem this a Judgment? Can We 
call it a Calamity, to be delivered at once fron en 
the contagious Wickedneſs of Others, from the W* 

dangerous Deceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, Cen 
from all the Sorrows and Infirmities of Life, and 
to be conveyed inſtantly to a State of preſent 
Comfort under the ſure Preſages of more per- 
fect Bliſs at the approaching Scene of Retribu- WW: 
tion? Does not ſudden Death become almoſt de- 

- fireable in this View? to be taken in a Moment 
from the Snares and Cares of the World, to : WW. 
Scene beyond the Reach of Sin and Sorrow, * 

dove the little Views of tranſitory Advantages, Wl 

dd the ſecure Enjoyment of Gods Favour, and, i 
in Conſequence, of endleſs Felicity. Hower WM, . 
ſevere their worldly Affliction may appear in i: 
felf, yet how is it reverſed, when conſidered a. 
à Paſſage only to a State beyond all farther Ap; 
prehenſions of Sin or Miſery? Nay does na 
their Lot ſeem more eligible in itſelf, than evei 


E They hd ben minclouſly fee in te 


[35] 
Perſons from the common Deſtruction, to ſuffer 
perhaps the Loſs of their Fortunes, the greater 
Loſs 55 their Relations and Friende, and to con- 
tinue Themſelves under Fears and Terrors, which 
Nature may allowably, indeed muſt neceſſarily, 
tremble at? _ 

Upon the Whole, the Nature of ſuch 7 tation, 
with Reſpect to particular Perſons, depends prin- 
cipally on the former State and Character of 

Thoſe on whom they fall. They are juſt In- 
E/iruments of Vengeance, or but merciful Carrie 
tions, according to the final Event to which they 
lead. To the Wicked they are in the ſtricteſt 
Penſe and the ſevereſt Method, real Judgments, 
Was conveying them to a hopeleſs and irreverſible 
Condition; To the Righteous they are, at the 


15; 
4 utmoſt, but the femporary Chaſtiſements of ſuch 
i Errors and Faults, as deſerved ſome Puniſhment 7. 


In this World, that their Souls might be ſaved in 
e Day of the Lord Jeſus. As the Love of Lite 
Ws natural, as the Enjoyment of it is rationally 
. defireable, whilſt attended with the uſual Com- 
Worts and Bleſſings of Providence, We may, not- 
ithſtanding our moſt ſerious Belief of Religion, 
{conſider ſuch ſudden Deſtruction of our Per- 

ons or Properties as real Calamities, as the wiſe 
rrections of a gracious Father, who prmſbes us 
Wc than our Deſervings, and rewards us as much 
eyond all our beſt Deeds. Thus theſe Viſita- 


Ap- | F:ons may bear ſome Sort of Penal View, even 
not thoſe, "ho are habitually regular and ſincere- 
ye 9 obedient, and W their Errors — Fo do 0 


E 2 


"A 


from any Danger of the farther Repetition of i 


_ repreſents them, as the Viſitations of the Lord if 
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the Merits of their Bleſſed Redeemer; 3. and the 
alwiſe Searcher of Hearts, ho ſees all the mix. 
ed Characters and Circumſtances of Men, may 
have a View to all, beyond what We can poſi. iſ 
_ bly diſtinguiſn or imagine; may exerciſe Ju. 
ment and Mercy in the fame Diſpenſation, and 
may be puniſhing inferior Tranſgreſſion by th 
very Act that releaſes the well-meaning Diſcipk 


Very pertinent is the Obſervation of St. Peter uM 
a Diſcourſe on this very Subject of Publick Jui 
ments, where He had been ſpeaking of thai 
moſt eminent Inſtances, of deſtroying the Ol 
World by Water, and conſuming the Inhabitant 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by Fire. The Lord, fa 
He, knoweth how to deliver the Godly out of 7 em 
tation, and to reſerve the Unjuſt 25 the D 
Judgment to be puniſhed. 2 Pet. 2. 9. g 
The proper Uſes which are to be made EY 
the foregoing Conſiderations, was the laſt Pari 


cular propoſed, as a ſeaſonable Subject of Di eu 
courſe at this Time; and they will relate to d 


Practice with Reſpect to our Maler, our Ne * 
bours, and Ourſetves. - = | 
Let us firſt raiſe our Thoughts, adore ou 


firſt Regard is due, to our Maker. Are theſe . 


vents really providential? Are they truly ju 
cial? ſent as Tokens of Gods Wrath, and Chat 
tiſements on the Tranſgreſſions of Mankind 
Are they indeed to be confidered, as the 7% 


1 ? We ſee then the Propriety of theſe ſo | 
r and devout Addreſſes to . 


Lan J 


"+ 


nn 2 WF" Hy ts, to implore his Protection over us, 
x. nd his gracious Deliverance of our Nation from 
ay Whoſe ſore Judgments with which He has lately 
f. ifited Others. If Chance or Fate preſided over 
4. beſe Events, there could be no Room for el 


ce in Prayer, but if all the Powers of Nature 
ee under the Direction of the Author of it, who 
n diſpoſe them either for Correction or Mercy, 
Holy Job expreſſes it, then it is fit in itſelf, 
nd it will be ſalutary in its Conſequence, to own 
ur Dependance on the Sovereign Ruler of all 
Wvents, and to entreat his favourable erer 
Fus and our Services. 
Every Individual brought into Bein g. and pre- 
rved in it, is a Monument of the Divine Com- 
aſſion, and i is in Reaſon and Duty bound to ac- 
Wnowledge the Mercy by which He ſubſiſts, __ 
= implore the Continuance of it. 'This is the 
oper Subject of our private Devotions, and 3 
ved, no Doubt, by All who keep up an Holy 
1 gular Intercourſe with our Maker. But W. 
e now aſſembled as Members of Society, by pub- 
& Authority, to offer up our united Prayers 
Ir our National Deliverance from the publick 
Wreatning Calamities, to confeſs and renounce 


Wole Oyences which deſerve Puniſhment, to a- 
bre the Mercy by which We have hitherto been 


1 eſerved; to implore the Continuance of it, and 
ad ce to qualify Ourſelves for it, by ſincere Ho- 
cis 70 Amendment of Life. This is all ra- 
nal and conſiſtent in thoſe who believe that 


Dc pd Alknighty has ſtill Power overall the Things 
hos made, and has . and conſtituted 
Nothing 


art 


81 
17 2 othing independent of Himſelf. Under thy 
: Conviction, whatever 1s brought about by naty. 
ral Cauſes, whether it be in Mercy by Deliu. 
rances, or in Wrath by Judgments, deſerve 
and requires our Acknowledgment, as much vi: 
E i Providenee interpoſed without the Inftrumen. Wi , 
X tality of Human Means, or * What We ſhoul 70 
call an immediate Miracle. | : 
1 It is a ſtrict Truth, and a proper Confefiia 
'F that #7 5s of the Lord's Mercies that We are w 
| conſumed, becauſe his Compaſſions fail not, Lam. 
22, and if they have not extended fo far to 0 
thers, but a Twiſt Deſtruction has overtakai 
them, We have the more Reaſon to be ſenſi 
of our Deliverance, to be thankful for it, to Wil 
1 ſtudious to ſecure the Continuance of it. Bell 
1 therefore, in all ſuch Diſſ penſations, the Coach 
1 and Severity of God, on 45 which fell, Sever 
a but towards us Goodneſs, if We continue in il 
5 Gooaneſs, otherwiſe We alſo ſhall be cut off. Roni 
11. 12. A ſtronger Senſe of our own Happindiif 
in having eſcaped the Calamities which Othali 
have fallen rs on ſeems an Effect of Netw 
well as a Dictate of Reaſon, and a Motive i 
A Religion, to raiſe our Thoughts to the ſupra 
RR Diſpoſer of all Events, who 4vithout our peculai- 
E Deſert, or even notwithſtanding our manifaſ er 
I niquities, has preſerved us from a general, of 
[- particular Calunity. This -1 is repreſented 1 in ta 


„ Book of Revelation, as the immediate Effect df 
t FVifitation of this Sort, even where Some of tif 
3 _ 00 heinous Tranſgreſſors appear to have 4 
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Farthquate, and the tenth Part of the City 
in the Earthquake were flain of Men ſeven 
"I "rand, and the Remnant were affrighted, 
ave Glory to the God of Heaven, Rev. 11. 13. 
bey were affrighted, not ct of their Under- | 
| anding, but into it, and for a Seaſon, at leaſt, i 
ere diſpoſed to pay a due Acknowledgment to 
e Power that had preſerved” them, and to 
Wake a proper Uſe of their Preſervation. 
And kus is the very Intent of this ublick 
all by God and by our, Governours to National 
epentance and Humiliation. The firſt Point is 
acknowledge the Hand of God in every Dif- 
| na ther of Correction, of of Mercy, 
Wd the next to perition his gracious Inter fition. 
our Behalf. I make Pence and create Evil, 1 
Lord do all theſe things, ſays God Hitnſelf or 
> Prophet 1/azab 45.7. It was a fearful Charge 
| 3 Wo againſt a mighty King, The God in whoſe. 
a by Breath is, and whoſe are all th ap -N 
Don not ghrified. Dan. 5.23. and it was 
lowed by the moſt remarkable Fen be Lin 
ded in any Hiſtory Sacred or Prophane. 
But We 45 not fo much need A 
aer r and Attention i 5 this Caſe. 7 
eaſily be inſenſble of Me br un 5 
8 We do but conſider what Num- 
of thoſe, who had at leaſt as promiſing Ex- 
tation of Life as Ourſelves, were, in the full f 
bour of Health and Strength, carried off by 4 = 
Deſtruction, and ſuddenly buried in the = 
bp * the Earth, or under the Ruin of their 
n Habitatione, bull for their Sevurity, oe Ch 
| vVeoenience 


AS] 
venience, or Delight, or of their Temples dedicate 
to the living Services of God, which hereby be. 
came their Tombs. How Many perhaps better 
Men than Ourſelves, how Many Others in a 

| unprepared State, were inſtantly: called to thei 
x great Account, whilſt We jr. Be here living 
Monuments of the Divine Compaſſion, capable: 
of reflecting on their Caſe and our own, capabl 
{till of glorifying our Maker, of improving ou 
Virtues and correcting our Vices. How fuitatk 
and affecting is the devout grateful Confeſſion d 
Hezekiah upon a Deliverance from an extrem 
Danger? Mine Eyes fail with looking upwarl 
O Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake for me. Wit 
ſhall I ſay? He bath both ſpoken unto me, ail 
Himſelf hath done it — O Lord, by theſe Tong 
that is, by thy Gift and Providence, do Men 1» 
and in all theſe Things is the Life of my Spi 
Jo wilt Thou recover me, and make me live — Tg 
aft in Love to my Soul delivered it June the PIE 
of Corruption: for Thou haſt caſt all my Sins bel 
thy back. For the Grave cannot praiſe thee, Deng 
cannot celebrate thee ; They that go down into i 
Hit, cannot hope for thy Truth. The Living. l 
praiſe thee, as I do this Day, tbe Father 
| the Children ſhall make known thy Truth. Vs 
Lord was ready to ſave me: therefare We u 
ſing all the Days of our Life in the Houſe Ml 
Lord. I. 38. 14 &c. Scarce any Language d 
more befit the Caſe and Conſcience of Cbriſnu 
who have been preſerved from an extenſive ( 
„ and have ſurvived to review the Dar 


they k have we chapel, and the greral Deu 


. 
that has overwhelmed Others. Or if Apyfolical 
Words ſuit more our Condition or our Choice, 
let us remember and apply the Expreſſions 
St. Paul. We would not, Brethren, have You ig- 
Vvorant of our Trouble which came to Us in Aja, 
that We were preſſed out of Meaſure, above Strength, 
Wn ſomnch that We deſpaired even of Life. But We 
ad the Sentence of Death in ourſelves, that We 
Would not truſt in ourſelves, but in God, which 
Wafer the Dead. Who delivered us from ſo great 
= Death, and doth deliver, in whom We truſt that 
He well yet deliver us; You alſo helping together 
Wy Prayer for us, that for the Gift beſtowed upon 
Ws by the Means of many Perſons, Thanks may be 
ven by many on our Behalf. 2 Cor. 1:8 &c. 
The Try here ſpoken of concerning future 
eliverances, is ſuch as is conſiſtent with, nay | ; 
_ dependent on, the Uſe of Prayer for the Conn] 
ju auance of Gods Mercy. It implies a due R. 
ad for the Comforts of the preſent Life, as the 
eercies of Providence, and a greater Value for 
oc richer Comforts which We expect in Re- 
Wrfion; and it founds the ſole Hope of Both in 
> Goodneſs of our Maker, not on our own Mea 
, but, conditionally, on the due Senſe of our 
n Undefervings. We muſt not, We cannot 
t fay, with the King of the Amalekites," Surely 
o not the Foundations of the Earth (till ſeem, as 
were, out of Courſe? Are We not daily alarm. © 
with Accounts of new Eruptions, and repeat. 
Tremblings of the Rarth? and have We any 
alon'to be ſecure that they will not in the Eni 
by * 7 | 


reach 


[#e] 


reach our Dwellings alſo? Ir is a Mercy indeed, 


if We make it ſuch, that We have this Fore * 
„ warning and Admonition of our Danger; which Wil of 
* the firſt Sufferers under this Calamity were not por 


favoured with; and it may be a farther Meri 
granted to our Prayers, that We may be finally 
delivered from the like Ruin, may be preſerved, 
upon our true Humiliation, from the Caſualties 
by which Others have periſhed, and may b 5 
continued with Security and Comfort in ti 
Life, till it ſhall pleaſe God in the common ani 
ordinary Way and Courſe of Nature, to remon 
us to a better. : | 
It ought carefully to be obſerved, and faith x 
1 f fully to be remembred, that 'the Intent: of ſur 


— is not to pray to God to work A. 
racles, nor to change his Counſels, neither to alu 
the Courſe of Nature, nor to alter his own Mind 
but to pray Him ſo to diſpoſe natural Effects H 
his governing Power, that they may not conti 
bute to our Ruin; and ſo to diſpoſe us by his Wl 
vereign Grace, that by the real Alteration of o 
Hearts and Lives for the better, We may be ma 


. 20 
entitled to his Favour; that by fulfilling fail 7 
fully the Precepts of the Law, We may ſecuſ e R 


the Protection of that one Laugiver, uo auf 
its able to ſæue and to deſtroy. Jam. 4. 12. Wil 
Him All the Inbabitants of the Earth are 2 1 1 
as Nothing, and: He doth according to: bis Wil" 
_ the Army — Heaven, and None can ſtay his Has 1 o 
bk or ſay unto Him, What dq Thou? Dan. 4. 35 
HgBBut tho! He is not liable to Controul or ol 1 ; 
BY tion from Others, yet are all his Diſpenia10s 


Tal. 


regulated by his own infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, and by his Regard to our humble Imitation 
Jof thoſe adorable Attributes: which is the very 
Foundation of the Tribute of Prayers and Prai- 
Ws, from ſuch weak, dependent, fallen Crea- 
Wtures, as We are. Upon the Ungodly, ſays the 
Pſalmift, He ſhall ram Snares, Fire and Brim- 
ae, Storm and Tempeſt, this ſhall be their Por- 
on to drink. But the righteous Lord loveth Rigbt- 
ißt: bis Countenance will behold the Thing that 
ul. Pi. 1 1. 7, 8. This yields Ground to hope 
r Succeſs in our Applications to the Throne of 
race, if founded on previous Repentance, of- 


bens 
— 


S F = = ©. 


mendment. Providence will either deliver us 
om Evil, or convert the Calamity into a Bleſs- 
Wo, and make all Things finally work together 
| Z pr Good to them that love God. Rom. 3. 28. In 
e Words of Elibu in the Book of Job, Ve 
ball pray unto God, and He will be favourable 
to Us, and We ſball ſee his Face with Joy, for 
. 2 render unto Man bus ann a 35 

. 2 
The Diitles: ce our e on 
curl : e Review of paſt, and the Apprehenſion of ſu⸗ 
re Viftations of this Sort, are plainly, Candor, 
_ our Judgment towards thoſe who Rare 55:3 


er the Divine Viſitation, Charity in Pradice y, 
wards choſe who are reduced by it to need our 
atance, and Interceſſion for All who are fill 

able of receiving Benefit by it. We may very 

—_—tcntly; as has been before illuſtrated, be- 
eee 


ven 


red with true Sincerity, and followed by rea! 


os 
ven. judicial, without caſting ſeverer Imputation, 
on the Sufferers than on the Reſt of Mankind. 
' Remember, I pray thee, as Eliphaz ſays, Who ev 
periſhed being innocent, or where were the Righteqy; 
cut off? Job 4.7. Strictly ſpeaking, there are 
None fo innocent and righteous as not to deferye, 
as not to expect temporal Chaſtiſement, but without 
confining the Word to ſo ſtrict a Senſe, the Re. 
mark is generally true in the ordinary Courſe oi 
God's Providence, and particularly with Rega 
to National Viſitations; which 1s the Subject non 
in View. No People were ever deſtroyed ti 
they were become nationally guilty, but it do 
not thence follow, that They were more guih 
than Others, who as yet are ſpared ; or thi 
there might not be many righteous, comparatiu. 
| N hy ſo called, within the City. Thoſe: who wer 
truly ſuch, whether They ſurvived, or were d 
ſtroyed, are now Happy in the Event, and ther. 
fore there is neither Room for, nor Service 1 
dur Cenſures on particular Sufferers. The Apo 
tle's Admonition is of eternal Force and Uſe i 
ſuch Caſes. Who art Thou that judgeſt ant 
Mans Servant? or the Servant of Another, ai 
ought to have been tranſlated. To his own Mt 
fer, Hel flandeth or falletb — But Why deft Tut, 
judge thy Brother ? or why doſt Thou ſet at nou 
thy Brother? for Me "muſt All fland befor: i 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt. — Every One f Us /ballf ; 
give Account of Himſelf to God. Let us not ien 
fore judge one another any more. Rom. 14. 4 &. 
In Truth, our Charity and Compaſſion are mug 
ware properly: nie, than any Raf, 


ä 
hitter Reflection, on ſuch an Occaſion. Review 
Whe dreadful Scene, which before employed our 
Thoughts, and ſee whether any Paſſion but tha 

df Pity and Commiſeration, ought, or can, ariſe 


e our Breaſts on the Repreſentation of this Ca- 
© amity. Think once more on the terrifying Si- 


vation, when there were Signs in the Heavens, 


- upon the Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, with Per- 

of ity, the Sea and the Waves roaring; Men's 
arts failing them for Fear, and for looking af- 
hohe things, which were coming on the Earth; 


Wn the Powers of Heaven were ſhaken. Luke 
W 1.25, 26. Think on the Diſtreſs itſelf, and 
Wink, with warmer Concern, on the ſad Situa- AM 


Won of thoſe, who in theſe diſtreſſed Circum- 
+ ances had no Truſt in God, no Ground of 
cr WWHope in Him, Nothing which They could look 
- ck upon with Comfort, or forward to, for 8e- 
re Writy. Though their Guilt might require Ven- 
i cauce from God, it certainly calls for Compaſſion 
om 5, for We may allowably, We ought ab- 
u lutely to pity thoſe who have brought irreme- 
able Ruin upon themſelves. Nor are They 40 
b sving of a like Regard from us, who were i 
„ter prepared for the unforeſeen Calamity, wha 
Et, through a natural Love of Life, a rational 


egard for their near and dear Relations, invol- 

n the ſame Danger with themſelves, and an 
3% Senſe of their own Uuworthineſs, (the % 
reſt Token of Proficiency in Grace) were then 
ploring the Protection of Heaven, repeating 
Prayers which happily They had been ac- 
emed to, entreating a Deliverance. from ae 

=_ - — ar 


4 


 efteem- Nothing that belongs to Man foreign to MW 
ſelf, how is it ſtrengthened and improved by ti: 
Revelation of the Goſpel, when We can conſi 
Men, not only as Partakers of the fame Natur Wn 
but as redeemed by the ſame Grace, and Hen 
of the ſame great Hopes with Ourſelves. The 


in Nature and confirmed by Reaſon. The Apoſte 
. tells us, that e, that is, all baptized Perſngg 
are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in parti 
lar, and upon this Foundation teaches, that . 
Should be no Scbiſin in the Body, but hat the Men = 
bers ſhould have the ſame Care One for Anotir Wn 


noble Sentiment in a Heathen Writer, con firms F 
by the unanimous Acclamations and Applanſali 


145 


poral Evils, if Providence thought fit; with 


more earneſt Supplications for the Remiſſion of 


Sins, and a Deliverance from eternal Death, 
with entire Reſignation of themſelves at all E. 
vents, and Recommendations of themſelves, the 
Souls and Bodies to the infinite Mercies of a gra. 
cious Creator. Can We think of ſuch Perſons 
and not ſympathize with them, not join ou 


Devotions with theirs, to the common God and 
Father of Us All, and to the merciful Saviour Wn 


Mankind? 
If it was thought to be, as it certainly was, 1 


of all the Hearers, I am a Man, and therefn 


are newadditional Ties of the moſt extenſive Bene 


volence and Charity from the peculiar Doctrine 


of our Religion, beſides thoſe which were foundi 


And whether "One Member ſuffers, all the Men 
bers Should Fer with it, or one Member bt l. 


ured, all tbe Menbers Joould- kad oy 
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Cor. 12. 25 &c. Can We think then of thoſe 
ho are under the Viſitation of the Lord of Hoſts, 
With Wunder, and with Earthquake, and great 
Noi, with Storm and Tempeſt and the Flame of 
ouring Fire, and not feel with them and for 
. hm, and intereſt Ourſelves on their Behalf. in 
Applications to the Throne of Mercy, whither 
ll may come, and where the ſincere Prayer of 
e meaneſt Penitent will be heard and accept- 
. Can We avoid following the Pattern of good 
emiab, who when He heard of the great Af- 
Wition of his People, /at down and wept, and 
urned certain Days, and faſted, and prayed be- 
e the God of Heaven. Neh. 14. Very petti- 
ent and emphatical is that Lamentation of e- 
nab. Mine Eye runneth down with Rivers of 
ster for the Deſtruction of the Daughter of my 
ape. Mine Eye trickleth down and ceaſeth not, 
hut any Intermiſſiun, Till the Lord hook down, 
ed bebold from Heaven. Lam. 3. 48 &. © - 
lt is the peculiar Privilege of the Diſciples of 
eclation, that they are allowed and directed to 
One for Another, that They may be bealtd, 
are aſſured that ſuch ectual fervent Prayer, 
y qualified, uaileth much. Jam. 5. 16. Inter 
was a Duty of which the Heathen World: 
ew little, and. practiſed leſs, nor had They 
leed- any ſufficient Autlority to warrant. the 
e of it, to prove that it would be acceptable 


| God and profitable to Men. Here We have 


* = 


Advantage of them in Knowledge, if We do 
re Care to make it ſuch by Practice, and 
add cherefore in our Devotions, as well as in 


other 


F8} 


other Inſtances of our Charity, Remember as th. 
Apoſtle ſays, them that are in Bonds as bound wil 
them, and them which ſuffer in Adverfjity as bein fit 
Ourſelves alſo in the Body, Heb. 13. 2. as bein; 
ſubject in our natural Capacity to the ſame tem 
poral Afflictions, which have diſtreſſed them, vi 
being ſubject in our moral Character to the u 
Sins and Temptations and Provocations of til. 
Divine Vengeangggg. 28 
And This leads directly to the Laſt Particui 
propoſed, the Uſe which We ſhould make 
theſe. ſolemn Viſitations, and the Reflecta 
which have been offered on them, with Reſp 
to Our ſelves and our own Condut,  . if 
We are not only to pray to God to. preſe 
us from theſe dreadful Calamities, We are wil 
only to pray for thoſe who, are ſuffering und 
theſe fore Viſttations, but We are. to anſwer . 
Intent of them as ſolemn Calls to Repentanhi 
by purifying our Hearts and amending our Ln 
We are to prepare for them, if for other ui 
Purpoſes of Providence they ſhould be inflii 
upon. Ourſelves ; and We are to labour to jl 
vent them as judicial Puniſhments by qualify 
ourſelves for the Divine Favour by true Hulu 
that ſo our Perſons may be accepted, and ul 
Devotions may be regarded. Faftings and iro 
ty, of our Concern for paſt Tranſgreſſions, af 
our ſincere. Deſire of Reconciliation with G0 
by an. entire Obedience and Conformity to 
his Laws and Precepts for the future; and 
they are genuine Expreſſions of this, if they fi 
17 88 | at 
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Need from our Hearts and extend to the Con- 
act of our Lives, if they begin with true Con- 
Wition and end in effectual Reformation, 
Will theſe Solemnities be well-pleafing unto God, 
ad in every Event, finally beneficial to Our- 
ves. Then theſe Viſitations which have brought 
Wnporal Deſtruction on Others, will be made 
e Means of. preſerving us from eternal Ruin, 
Id Inſtances of preſent Vengeance will be hap- 
applied to awaken us to flee from the Wrath 


Thus the Patriorchs and Prophets explain the 
0 ign of publick Calamities. /, ſays Elibu in 
Book of . Fob, They be bound in Fetters, and 
Wolden in Cords of Afﬀtittion, Then God fheweth. 
>” ir Mort, and their Tranſgreſſions that They 
1 2 exceeded. He openeth alſo their Ear to Diſci- 
e. and deth that They return from Ini- 
nag . Job 36. 8 &c. Who then, as Jeremiah ſays, 
ui the Wiſe Man that may underſtand this, 
1 declare it, for what the Land periſheth?. 
9. 12. If Man has not Wiſdom, enough to 
ern, or Courage enough to ſpeak, God Him- 
will anſwer, in the very next Verſe. And 
Lord ſaith, Becauſe "They have forſaken my. 
y hich T ſer before them, and have not obeyed 
Voce, neither walked therein. The Violation + 
e Neglect of the Divine Commandments is 
Oecaſion of the Divine Wrath and Venge- N 
; and if this be true Doctrine and certain 
t, Can We look into the World, Can We 
into Ourſelves, and not immediately tremble 
UL 2 CON equenc p | May We not properly 5 
| *G apply 
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apply the Argument and Exhortation in the Pro. 
ö Mel 2. 1 &c. Blow Ye the Trumpet in Zin 

and ſound: an Alarm in my Holy Mountain: Ly 

all the Inhabitants of the Land tremble, for the D 

- of the Lord cometh, fir it is nigh at Hon of 
=: 1 55 ſhall quake before them, the Heavens ſhul 


le; the 2 un and — Moon ſhall be dar, aul 
be Stars ſhall withdraw their Shining — 2 ö 
Arong that. noting bis Wrath, for the Day of th 
21. is great and very terrible, and Who' "A Wil 
it? Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, Turn 1 
even to me with all your Heart, and with Faſtin, 
and with Weeping, and with Mourning, And rn 
Hearts and not your Garments, and turn un 
the Lord your God, for He is gracious and mera 
Ful, flow to Anger, and of great Kinaneſs, and 
penteth Him of the Evil. 2 knoweth if He ui A, 
return and repent and leave a Bleſſing behind Hin 2 | 
4 — Sancti a Faſt, Call a ſolemm Aſſembly, Gatr 
1 the People, ſanctiſy the Congregation, 4 W 
= Elders, gather the Children, and thoſe that 
the ' Breaſts; Let the Bridegroom go forth 75 
Chamber, and the Bride out of ber Chet. om 
Prieſts the Miniſters of the Lord, weep b 
the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, 
thy People, O Lord, and give not thine Eri 
10 ede will the Lord be fealous j 
bis Land and pity) his People, Yea the Lord wi 
anſwer, and jay unto his People — Fear nus | . 
Land, he glad and _— * the ow will 
F 4 — Things, © | 
Thus Acceptance was promiſe: to 2 cle 1 
e when expreflive of true Repentan 


11 


nd; th Promiſe.and the Reufdti of it; Rand He 


ro: ing 
Zin t this Day. God does not afſlidt willingly mor 


grieve the Children of Men, nor does He at any 
Whemſclves, nor to exerciſe Auſterities merely 


ſeal for the Sake of doing ſo, without any farther 
aul View to a more important End. But to grieve 
7: or their Sins ſo as to reſolve entirely to forſake 
F hem, to be apprehenfive of the Danger incurred 
iy them ſo as to take the moſt effectual Means 
n guard againſt. it, to expreſs openly with peni- 
fin ential Concern their —— — — | 


nd of the Peril of Wickedneſs, ſo as to ſhew 
at when Gods Fudgments are in the Earth; They 
earn 


nerd. re willing to Righteouſneſs, Theſe are Ex- 
4 rcciſes, which have Scripture for their Authori- 
- «ily, Reaſon for their Foundation, and our own N 
1 ltimate Holineſs and Happineſs for their great 


nd. Godly Sorrow, as the Apoſtle obſerves, 
| porketh Repentance to Salvation, not to be repent- 
. 2 Cor. 7. 10. The Holy Reſolution of A- 
F endment now begun, or hereby confirmed, is 


et e Ground of every preſent and future Com- 
tun ort; and We may apply to the penitent Obſer- 
Span ers of this Humiliation, the Words of our Sa- 
our to his Diſciples, Verihy, Verihy, I ſay unto 
10 f | ou, Ye ſhall weep and lament b ah World ſhall 
ce, and Te. ſhall be forrowful, but your Sorrow 
not, “ be turned into 8 now therefore have 


art ſhall rejoice, and your Foy no Man taketh 


ſolen m Tau. John 16. 20— 22. The Conſequence 


nta wilful Sin will be certain Sorrow, and the Con- 
1 = 2 ſequence 
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p, ſequence of timely and effectual Sorrow for Sin, Whrinci 
A will be Reformation and Joy. They who by fin. 
cere Amendment of Life, and perſevering Obe. 
dience for the future, are prepared at any Tine 
to die, with Security, have the moſt Reaſon u 
enjoy Life with Chearfulneſs, and will do ſo, ii 
ſome miſtaken Notions of Religion, or peculiz 
A\ Infirmities of Conſtitution, or great. Diſtreſſes i 
worldly Circumſtances do not prevent; and u. 
der any of theſe, or any other Misfortunes The 
have at leaſt the beſt Refuge and Support. The 
have a good Conſcience within them, a graciou ü 
Creator above them, and a glorious Proſpect b 
fore them. In ſuch a Situation, They may ij 


with Pleaſure in the Words of the P 
God is our Hope and Strength, a very preſent H 
in Trouble, Therefore wil We — — fu 4 
the Earth be moved, and though the Hills be car 
into the Midſt of the Sea. Though the Naum en 
thereof rage and ſwell, and though the Mountain rees 
ſhake at the Tempeſt of the fame. Pſ. 46. 1, 2, 
| Good Men are in all Events ſecure: under thr 
Divine Protection. If no particular Purpoſes d 
Providence intervene, there are many genen 
Promiſes to them, of Preſervation and Deliver 
ance; Or if They are taken off, without Dp 
tinction, in publick Calamities, then are The 
x And. if in this Life We eſteem this a Calamitj 
Le nt it be our ſerious Concern. to improve tif 
Solemnity to the beſt Purpoſes ; and without un: 
profitable Cenſures on the Sins! af Others, 10 


1 181 7 
Principally to the Amendment of Ourſelves, Let 
Js be Earneſt to attain the only unfailing Re- 


be-ige in all the Diſpenſations of Providence, that 
np We may have Reaſon to- hope for temporal 


Woral Deſtruction, if it ſhould be ſent upon us. 
et us raiſe our Thoughts to that more awful 


previous to our laſt Judgment, of which theſe 


he W/tations are but faint Repreſentations, and by 
hey due Preparation for that cut off the moſt for- 
ou able Part of the Terror of theſe. Let Us con- 


er that whether We are involved in theſe or 
t, We muſt Every One make a perſonal Ap 
rrance in that tremendous —_— No-- 
Wing can ſupport us but the Favour of the . 
ich Nothing can obtain but anden 
ine. Let Each One therefore look into his 

n Heart, and ſee how the preſent State of it 
res with this Belief; and if He trembles at 


_ 3 of Himſelf, let Him know there 
te ell be no Evaſion or Plea, from Greatneſs or 
x od Wcanneſs, from Power or Inſignificance, from 


p  Subtilty or extreme Ignorance. Say not 
Wow, gays the Son of Sirach, I 10ill hide Wolf 
be Lord. Shall Any remember me from a- 
eee. For What is my Soul among fuch an in- 


ni e Number of Creatures? (Say not this, ſays 
HE Pi Mar, For) Bebold che Heaven, and the 
en of Heavens, and the Deep and the Earth, 
un. 2/1 that therein is, ſhall be" moved, when He + 


wo; The Mountains alſo,” and Foundations 


W reſervation, and no great Reaſon to fear tem- 


Wd certain Scene which the Scripture ſets forth - 
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of the Earth ſhall be ſhaken with Trembling wn 
the Lord looketh upon them. No Heart can thin 
upon theſe Things worthily, and Who is able to cn. 
cerve bis Ways? Eccluſ. 16. 17 &c. This is if 
Scene of Terror which We cannot eſcape, thy 
We ſhould be preſerved to the End of the Worli, 
for an End there muſt be, and then all form 
Advantages will be as Nothing, and the forme 
good Ule of them will then only be of any Si 
vice. The Solemnity of the Scene, and the M 
ſery of great or {mall Talents, perverted or neg. 
lected, is thus deſcribed by the Author of .. 
Book of Revelation: The Heaven departed ai 
Scrowl when it is rolled together, and every Am 
tain and Iſland were moved out of their Plau 
And the Kings of the Earth, and the Great Mn 
2 ”e Rich Men, and the chief Captains, and i 

Men, and every Bondman, and every Fri 
1 themſelves in 255 Dens, and in the R 
15 the 2 and ſaid to the Mountain a 
Rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the Face 
Him that fitteth on the Throne, and from the Writ 
of the Lamb. Rev. 6. 14, 15, 16. #1 
May it be our Care to prevent that remedii} 
. to return to the Lord with 22 m 
Hearts now, whilſt We have Opportunity, u 
We may not be left deſtitute and Friendleſ i 
that important Seaſon. Let us endeavour Wl 
Good Works to recover the Favour of our M8 
ker, to place all our Truſt in the Merits of du 
Redo, and ans, Faith d Duane to 47 1 


' V 
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Hamed before Him at his Coming. 1 John 2. 28. 
vill conclude the Whole with an Admonition 
1 4 our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf. Take Heed to Wur- 
bes 4% at any Time your Hearts be overcharged 
” $f rfeiting and 2 eſs, and Cares of this 
Wife, and ſo that Day come upon You unawares. 
Wor as à Snare ſhall it come on all them that duell 
& the Face of the whole Earth. Watch Ye there- 
e and pray always that Ye may be accounted. 
Worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to 
/, and to _ before the Son of Man. Luke 
u 34: 35: 3 46 
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ERRATUM. 


WP. 7. I. 29. inſtead of, and chaſtiſe them &c. read, and this, 
n after he had Himſelf chaſtiſed them with Judgment, * 
carried plain Tokens of his Divine e tion. 
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| Lately publiſhed, 

By the ſame AUTHOR, 
. I. The Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value and Effects of a 
W:tional Faith confider'd. In two Sermons preached before the 
p niverſity of Oxford. 


II. The Eternity of future Puniſhment aſſerted and 8 
1 Anſwer to Mr. Whiſton's late Treatiſe on that Subject. In two 
mons preached before the Univerſity of Oxford. | 


I. The Practical Influence of the Doctrine of the holy Tri- 
Wy repreſented. A Sermon preached before the CREE of 
| ord, on Trinity Sunday. 7 


v. The Nature, Miſchicfs and Remedy of Superſtition f- 
rated. In two Sermons preached before the Univerſity of 
Word. 5 ; | 


„The Importance of the Chriſtian Faith illuſtrated, in the 
planation of St, Paul's Wiſh of being accurſed for his Brethren. 
Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Oxford. 


VI. The equal and impartial Diſcharge .of Juſtice, with Re- ; 

boch to the Guilty and the Innocent recommended. A 
Non preached at St. Mary's in Oxford, at the Aſſizes before 

Honourable Mr. Juſtice Foſter and Mr. Baron Smythe. 


by VII. The Nature, Extent and Support of Human Laws con- | 
gd. A Sermon preached at the Aſſizes held at Oxford by 
: Honourable Mr. Baron Clarke and Mr. Juſtice Foſter, 
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